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Name of Property Forrest, John, Bick County Scott

Address 401 (401405) Brady Street City Davenport

SITE DESCRIPTION

The Forrest Block is |l ocated on Lot 1, Block 55 of LecCl
corner of the intersection of Fourth and Brady Streets. lIts facade faces west, with the body of the sitetchirg

east to the alley at its rear. The building is at the south end of a line of buildings representing a variety of aichitectur
styles and construction periods, including its neighbor on the north, the Democrat Building, a 1923 construgtied desi

by the Il ocally prominent architectural firm of Clausen
entrance on Brady Street.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

The Forrest Block is a threstory, brick structure constructed on a stone foundatin great part, its scale and its
position on a corner site, define this buildingds char
with the buildingds scale to create a substanti al phys]i

In this building, thénfluence of the Renaissance Revival style is seen first, in the hierarchical organization of the

el evations; each floorés fenestration features a vari al
and growing increasingly roundearbugh to the third story. The projecting pavilion of the fagade is the second

important element associated with the style. In the Forrest Block, the pavilion features oversized, Roman arched

windows and a segmented cornice. The rich ornamentatioe &fttiest Block includes the window hoods adorned

with fleur-de-lis and the blind arcading of the bracketed, metal cornice.

Condition

As a masonry construction, the greatest concern for the Forrest Block is the condition of its brick. The building is
currently in a state of suspended animation; judging for the exterior, rehabilitation efforts were begun, but have been
stopped. At this time, any work appears to have been confined to the front section of the structure. As a result, the brick
of the frontportion is in good condition, while that of the rear is in need of repointing (it is currently painted.) The same
is true of the buildingbdbs cornice and window hoods.

Much of the glazing in the building is broken or boarded over. However, all openeiggaect. The storefront, as well,
is in a state of disrepair.

Despite the deteriorated condition of much of the Forrest Block, the building remains a beauty. Its physical and aesthetic
presence is intact and it remains a landmark building in theripaveCentral Business District.

PROPERTY HISTORY

The design of the Forrest Block, which was constructed in 1875, has been attributed to Frederick G. Clausen, architect of

the neighboring Democrat Building and Hibernian Hall, among many others. dalestreonstructed the building for
use by multiple occupants, including retail businesses at street level and professional offices in the upper stories.
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Name of Property Forrest, John, Block County Scott

Address 401 (401405) Brady Street City Davenport

Over the course of its history, building tenants have included the YMCA in 1886, thesityffice and the Davenport
Health Institute in 1890, the TFEity Institute of Osteopathy, the Davenport Cooking School, and the Woodmen Hall in
1900. Numerous professionals, especially doctors, had their offices in the Forrest Block. Beginningtime1910
building was referred to as the Henley block.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Forrest Block was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1983. Then, as is true today, the building was
considered significant under Criterion C as areptional example of the Renaissance Revival in commercial
architecture. The buildingds significance is heighten:
of Brady Street. Together, they are a microcosm of the evolution driper IDavenport Central Business District.
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Name of Property Forrest, John, Block County Scott

Address 401 (401405) Brady Street City Davenport

View of the Forrest Block within the context of its streetscape. Please note that a change in paint color accounts
for the building appearing as two structures in this image.

(SOURCE: AKAY Consulting November 2004)
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Name of Property Forrest, John, Block County Scott

Address 401 (401405) Brady Street City Davenport

View of the primary (west) and south elevations, looking northeast across the intersection
of Fourth and Brady Streets.

(SOURCE: AKAY Consulting November 2004)
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Address 401 (401405 Brady Street City Davenport

View of the primary (west) elevation, looking southeast from acroadyBStreet.

Note the prominent central, projecting pavilion and the blind arcading of the cornice.

(SOURCE: AKAY Consulting November 2004)
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Name of Property Forrest, John, Block County Scott

Address 401 (401405) Brady Street City Davenport

View of south and east elevations, looking northwest across Fourth Street.

(SOURCE: AKAY Consultingi November 2004)
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Name of Property Forrest, John, Block County Scott

Address 401 (401405) Brady Street City Davenport
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Detail view of the south elevation fenestration. The hierarchy of the fenestration is apparent from this perspective.

(SOURCE: AKAY Consulting November 2004)
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This ¢.1882 seetscape of Brady Street, looking north from between Third and Fourth Streets, shows the Forrest Block
on the northeast corner of Brady and Fourth (noted here with an arrowhead.)

(SOURCE: Putnam Museum of History and Natural Sciénbavenmrt, lowa)
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This historic image documents the Forrest Block in ¢.1891. Note that the present Hibernia Hall (fagcade ¢.1889) has yet
to be constructed, but the commercial structure at 427 Brady is in place (far end of the block).

(SOURCE: Putnam Museum of History and Natural Sciénbavenport, lowa)
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This 1966 image documents the Forrest Block within the context of its streetscape.

(SOURCE: Putnam Museum of History and Natural Sciénbavenport, lova)
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View of the rear of the Forrest Block, looking northwest from the intersection of Fourth and Perry Streets (c.1970).

(SOURCE: Putnam Museum of History and Natural Sciénbavenport, lowa)

lowa Department of Cultural Adirs



