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Accession #1998-12 
Container list 

Collection title Accession 
number Description of materials Volume of materials Location of 

materials 
Condition of 

materials    

Arsenal Bridge and RI 
Arsenal photographs 

1998-12 also a published history of RI 
Prison. 61 photographs 

1 archive box along 
with 1998-17 

Rg. 38 Sec.9 good    

 
 
A Short History of the Rock Island Prison Barracks  by Otis Bryan England  (1981) 
SC has two copies of a newer (1985) edition available on the shelf 
 
 
***Photographs:  All printed 8x10” unless noted otherwise-all black/white unless noted otherwise 
 

Number Title Date Description Photographer 

440-
33019 

Arsenal 
Building 

Labeled 
25Sep1919 

Exterior of three-story building with tall tower and clock on 
top. A road is visible in front lined with trees. Railroad 
tracks are visible.  

Unknown 
Rock Island 
Arsenal label 

0 Delta Queen Unknown 5 identical copies of the Delta Queen riverboat taken from 
the side.    color print 

Unknown 

398-
48386 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 
 

Looking north. Interior of second 258-foot Span. Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
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398-
48385 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking southeast. Second 258-foot Span connected. Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 

398-
48384 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking southeast. Erection of second 258-foot Span. 
Davenport River abutement to Pier 1. 

Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 

398-
48383 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking southeast. Third 216-foot Span connected Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 

398-
48382 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking southeast. Beginning erection of third 216-foot 
Span. 

Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
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398-
48381 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking southeast. Placing falsework under third 216-foot 
Span, Pier 1 and 2. 

Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 

398-
48380 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking southeast. Erection of second 216-foot Span, Pier 2 
and 3. 

Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 

398-
48379 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking southeast. Removing first old 216-foot Span, Pier 3 
and 4. 

Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 

398-
48378 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking northwest. First 258-foot Span connected. Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
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398-
48377 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking northeast. Erection of first 258-foot Span. Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 

398-
48376 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking northwest. Erection of first 258-foot Span. Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 

398-
48375 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking northeast. Lift Span being floated away on Barges Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 

398-
48374 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking northeast. Lift Span being lowered on Barges. Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
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398-
48373 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking northwest. Arrangement of Barges for removing Lift 
Span. 

Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 

398-
48372 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking northeast. Removing east Tower of Lift Span. Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 

398-
48371 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking northeast. Removing west Tower of Lift Span. Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 

398-
48370 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking northeast. Lift Span open. Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
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398-
48369 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking southeast. Draw turning into place. Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 

398-
48367 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking southwest. Special Derrick Car. Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 

398-
48366 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking northwest. Draw Span connected. Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 

398-
48365 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking northeast. Erection of Draw Span. Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
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398-
48364 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking northeast. Preparing for raising Traveler on 
Protection. (vertical) 

Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 

398-
48363 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking northeast. Erection of Draw Span on Protection. 
(vertical) 

Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 

398-
48362 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking north. West Tower of Lift Span. (vertical) Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 

398-
48361 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking southeast. East Tower of Lift Span. (vertical) Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
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398-
48360 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking northeast. Lift Span raised. Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 

398-
48359 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking northeast. Draw Span after wreck. Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 

398-
48358 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking southeast. Wreckage. Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 

398-
48357 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking northeast. Draw Span Tower erected. Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
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398-
48356 

Government 
Bridge 

Print labeled 
15Mar1955 
“Copied from 
Report of the 
War Dept., 
1899” 

Looking northwest. Old Draw Span. Unknown  
Rock Island 
Ordnance 
Department label 
 
 

0 Interior of 
room 

Unknown 3 different angles of the same room which is decorated with 
fishing poles. Chairs, tv, etc. all visible.    color print 

Unknown 

0 James-
Younger 
Gang 

Unknown B/W reproduction glued to matte. Labeled Cole and Bob 
Younger, Frank and Jesse James. They are posed in a 
photography studio with their guns  

unknown 

0 John A. Dix, 
engine 

No date “The John A. Dix, Seventh Engine of the Mississippi & 
Missouri Railroad-Taken over the river on the ice in the 
winter of 1855”. Very large railroad engine is focus of 
image. Four people visible.  

Unknown 

0 Lone Star Unknown Lone Star pushing a barge along Davenport riverfront 
color print 

unknown 

0 lookout 
tower? 

No date given Fortress constructed of lumber with small “lookout” holes.  Unknown 

662-
39274 

Moline 
Bridge of 
1873 

Labeled  
19Oct1932 

7½” x 9½” -  Bridge in foreground with people and 
equipment standing on it. Construction appears incomplete. 
Buildings on opposite shore have signage Minneapolis-
Moline Power Implement Company and John Deere Plow 
Works 

Unknown 
Rock Island 
Arsenal Label 

0 Moline to 
Arsenal 
Bridge being 
demolished 

Reprint dated 
11Sep1980 
Original event 
1932 

Purple print on back of this image reads: “1932 Moline to 
Arsenal bridge being demolished with explosive charges by 
The Frank Shappert Engineering Co., Belvidere, Illinois, and 
Don Lind Custom Drilling, and Blasting, Berlin Wisconsin”   

Wisenburg, L. W.  
Rock Island 
Arsenal  
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437-565 National 
Cemetery 

Labeled  
2Oct1902 

Rock Island National Cemetery on Arsenal Island. Can see 
fence all around cemetery and stones. Gazebo type building 
with benches or plaques slightly right of center. Trees bare. 

Unknown 
Rock Island 
Arsenal Label 

437-564 National 
Cemetery 

Labeled 
2Oct1902 

Rock Island National Cemetery on Arsenal Island. Gate with 
words Rock Island National Cemetery at top is slightly left 
of center front. Gazebo on right. Able to see stones, fence, 
bare trees. 

Unknown 
Rock Island 
Arsenal label 

437-563 National 
Cemetery 

Labeled 
2Oct1902 

Rock Island National Cemetery on Arsenal Island. Closest of 
the three images. Shows gate more clearly and detail 
design in fence. Part of gazebo is on the far right. 

Unknown 
Rock Island 
Arsenal label 

433-
40992 

Old 
Davenport 
Home 

Labeled  
27May1936 

George Davenport home on Arsenal Island in disrepair. 
Exterior showing front of house with porch roof collapsing, 
no columns. Shabby. 

Unknown 
Rock Island 
Arsenal Label 

433-
40867 

Old 
Davenport 
Home 

Labeled  
23Mar1936 

George Davenport home on Arsenal Island. Exterior view of 
front. Porch and columns are in place. Appears to be print 
made from much earlier image. Not a clear image. 

Unknown 
Rock Island 
Arsenal Label 

433-
29830 

Old 
Davenport 
Home 

Labeled  
2May1918 

George Davenport home on Arsenal Island taken directly 
from front. Does not appear to be painted white. Labeled 
“Rock Island Arsenal Ordnance Department:  Davenport 
House, Bldg. No. 346, looking southeast.” 

Unknown 
Rock Island 
Arsenal Label 

433-
29829 

Old 
Davenport 
Home 

Labeled  
2May1918 

George Davenport home on Arsenal Island taken slightly 
from front left. Does not appear to be painted white. 
Labeled “Rock Island Arsenal Ordnance Department:  
Davenport House, Bldg. No. 346, looking southeast.” 

Unknown 
Rock Island 
Arsenal Label 

433-1255 Old 
Davenport 
Home 

Labeled  
31Oct1939 

George Davenport home on Arsenal Island. Exterior view 
taken from side showing chimney and ruins of back side of 
home.  

Unknown 
Rock Island 
Arsenal Label 
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433-
40993 

Old 
Davenport 
Home. 

Labeled  
27May1936 

George Davenport home on Arsenal Island in terrible 
disrepair. Exterior showing back side of home.  

Unknown 
Rock Island 
Arsenal Label 

433-475 Old 
Davenport 
Home. 

No date George Davenport home on Arsenal Island with columns on 
front porch in place. Roof has not collapsed. Shabby paint. 

Unknown 
Rock Island 
Arsenal Label 

433-
40858 

Old 
Davenport 
House 

Labeled  
17Mar1936 

George Davenport home on Arsenal Island in disrepair. 
Exterior showing two sides of home including collapsing 
porch. (2 copies of same image) 

Unknown 
Rock Island 
Arsenal Label 

433-
32895 

Old 
Davenport 
House 

Labeled  
8Sept1919 

George Davenport home on Arsenal Island. Exterior view 
showing house in fine repair with paint in good condition 
and windows in place. 

Unknown 
Rock Island 
Arsenal Label 

433-
32894 

Old 
Davenport 
House 

Labeled  
8Sept1919 

George Davenport home on Arsenal Island. **This is 7½” x 
9½” printed in blue ink on very light weight paper. It shows 
the exterior of the home with its surrounding fence. 

Unknown 
Rock Island 
Arsenal Label 

398-800 
2 copies 

Rock Island 
Prison 
Barracks 

Appears date of 
drawing may be 
ca1887 

Rock Island Barracks, Ill. About 1864-Presented to Officer 
of RI Arsenal August 1887. Shows Military prison, rebel 
hospital, garrison barracks, officers Quarters, post hospital, 
pest house, guard house, armory, bridge. 

Photograph of a 
drawing or 
lithograph 

0 Shop B and 
Armory Row 

No date given Row of buildings, sidewalk and row of trees Unknown 

203-
19410 

Shop C Labeled 
19Oct1950  
Original 
November 1872 

This is an exterior image of two buildings, with some 
scaffolding in the image. There are many wagons with 
wooden wheels up close to the building. Large slabs of rock 
are in the foreground. Labeled:  “Rock Island Arsenal 
Ordnance Department-Shop C. November 1872” 

Unknown 
 
Rock Island 
Arsenal label 
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765-630 Shop E. Labeled 
12May1904 

Interior view of “Shop E, Building #106. Blacksmith Shop, 
west wing. Rock Island Arsenal-Ordnance Department” 
according to label. Many men are visible, most wearing 
hats, some wearing leather aprons. Very large wheel and 
pulleys line one side of the shop. Ovens line the other.  

Unknown 
 
Rock Island 
Arsenal label 

0 Shop I Labeled 1878 “Looking northwest-Shop I in foreground. Rock Island 
Arsenal 1878”.  View of many buildings under construction. 
Slabs of stone in foreground. 

Unknown 

0 Wagon 
frame 

No date given Four wagon wheels attached to frame. No sides. Can see 
ends of Arsenal buildings in background. 

Unknown 

 


